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popular. Here are some brave souls from Wednesday:

Last week when I went to have a look at what wonderful things were
going on in the Prep School, I was greeted by excited pupils eager to
tell me the news that we had been visited by a dragon which had left
us with the gift of some dragon’s eggs in our Forest School. In the
Senior School, we had a week long visit from twenty eight Chinese
pupils and their staff. They were here to interact with our own pupils, to
experience education in an English Independent School and to sample
the delights of our scones and slices of Victoria Sandwich. Rather
neatly, our Tuesday Assembly, led by some of our Asian pupils and
those taking Chinese as an academic subject, was on the Chinese New
Year which incidentally in 2024, is the Year of the Dragon.
In fact the Year of the Dragon in 2024 is associated with the element of
wood. The combination of the animal sign and the element designates
the year as the Year of the Wood Dragon which I am sure is why our
reptilian visitor left the eggs in the Forest School. The Lunar New Year
starts on Saturday 10th February and the celebration happens
throughout Asia, being a national holiday in South Korea, Vietnam,
Malaysia, North Korea and Taiwan. Unlike Western astrology, each sign
of the Chinese zodiac lasts for a whole year and each year takes the
name of an animal whose characteristics and colour influence
everything that happens for the next 12 months. 
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The dragon is the fifth of the twelve animals in the Chinese zodiac,
which includes the rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, snake, horse, goat, monkey,
rooster, dog and the pig. Over the next few days, “dragons” will make
appearances at countless Chinese festivals around the world spreading
good luck wherever they go. In a dragon dance, a team of experienced,
and fit, individuals moves a long dragon puppet through a series of
beautiful and complex moves, reflecting the boldness and power of the
creature. In our assembly, Rooney managed the feat on his own, as a
small but powerful and friendly dragon.
Traditionally, the dragon is an auspicious symbol of talent, power and
excellence, meaning 2024 is forecast to be a year for change,
opportunity and taking up challenges. Legends explain that the
mythical creature’s good fortune will be sprinkled upon all but the
dragon has one requirement before it bestows its gift, people need to
be kind and compassionate to each other first. Let’s hope that this is
the case and the year of the dragon lives up to its billing as globally,
more voters than ever in history will head to the polls, at least 64
countries representing a combined population of about 49% of the
people in the world are meant to hold national elections, the results of
which, for many, will prove consequential for years to come. In the
meantime we will be watching our dragon’s eggs carefully.
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CHINESE NEW YEAR- 新年快乐
On Tuesday, Grace, Elmas, Caleb, Daniel and Esther lead our
assembly all about Chinese New Year. This year is the year
of the dragon. The dragon is a very important animal in the
chinese zodiac as it is the only mystical creature and is
considered to be a symbol of might and intelligence. This
makes it one of the most powerful and fortunate years.
Chinese new year is celebrated traditionally by a cleaning
ritual, vibrant decorations and lanterns, wearing red clothing
and enjoying a special feast with hopeful anticipation of a
prosperous year ahead. Xīn nián hǎo!
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SPRING IS ON THE WAY!
It’s time to look out for signs of spring! Around the beautiful
school grounds we have spring snowflakes, winter cherry
blossom and dandelions making a cheery appearance.

"That is one
good thing
about this

world… there
are always sure

to be more
springs."

ANNE OF AVONLEA 
BY L .  M.  MONTGOMERY

FEBRUARY OUTDOORS CHALLENGE
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READING RECOMMENDATIONS
The library has been looking at ways to extend the range of
authors currently read by students and encouraging them to
explore new and different authors and genres. So, Mrs
Knapman has kindly compiled a list for each year group with
suggestions to try and explore, all titles are available in the
Senior Library. We will be sharing a suggestion for each
years 7, 8 and 9 each week. Happy reading!

Year 7: Watership Down by Richard Adams
This heartwarming story tells the story of a group of rabbits
who leave their warren in search of a new home. Facing
numerous challenges, including predators and environmental
dangers, the rabbits strive for safety and freedom.

Year 8: Welcome to Nowhere by Elizabeth Laird
Initially moving away from their home and out of the city to
stay with relatives, Omar's family of 7 are eventually forced
to flee their homeland and end up navigating the community
of a refugee camp with its official and unofficial rules. Lucy
Eldridge's illustrations beautifully complement the text.

Year 9: Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
Hatchet is a young-adult adventure novel about Brian
Robeson's survival following a plane crash. The novel
explores themes of positive thinking and perseverance as
Brian faces challenges from nature, like bears, porcupines,
dehydration, and starvation; all with only his trusty hatchet
to help him.
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WW1 LETTERS
Mrs Vaid (Lana Magill’s grandmother) came in this week to
talk to years 8 and 9 as well as our year 12 historians about
the WW1 letter she has from her grandfather. What a
wonderful opportunity and our sincere thanks to Mrs Vaid.



1 3  -  1 5 T H  M A R C H  
7 P M ,  T H E  S A L L E  
£ 7  P E R  S E A T

T R I N I T Y  S C H O O L  P R E S E N T S
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MARY POPPINS
The boarders’ weekend was full of smiling and laughter as
they took a trip to an escape room and had a merry evening
learning some country dances.
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TEN TORS TRAINING
Training number 4 was a great success. After a night camped
at school, dtudents did very well undertaking challenging
navigation through very foggy, wet and windy weather.

BIOLOGY- HEART DISSECTIONS 
There is nothing quite like learning through practical
involvement and exploration and this is something our
Science Department excels at. Year 8 have been learning
about the structure of a heart and enjoyed their dissection
practical to consolidate their knowledge by spotting the
different parts.
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GCSE PERFORMING ARTS
Our performers have really enjoyed learning to rap and
choreograph a Hamilton-inspired performance led by the
expertise of Mrs Loveridge.

BOARDING LIFE
Safe travels to all of our boarders returning home for half
term. We hope you have a lovely break and will see you all
again soon!

"I have learnt
that when I put
effort and time
into something,

I can get the
results that I

want to have or
even better."

BOARDER
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CHINESE VISITORS
Our Chinese visitors had great fun getting involved in Mrs
Fischer’s German lessons last week. It was also a fantastic
way for our year 8 and 9 students to reflect on their own
linguistic skills by helping to teach our guests.



TRINITY SCHOOL, TEIGNMOUTH @TRINITYSENIORSC @PREPHEADTRINITY

HISTORY CORNER
This week’s photo from our archives. This is one of the
Chapel building and the White House. 
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ON THIS DAY... 9th FEBRUARY
In 1540 the first recorded race meet, in Chester...
In 1893 Verdi's 'Falstaff' premiered in Milan...
In 1895 'Mintonette' first debuts in Massachusetts USA, later
known as volleyball...
In 1962 Jamaica becomes independent...
In 1963 the first flight of a Boeing 727...
In 1964 the character G.I Joe was created...
In 1986 Halley's Comet last seen from earth: it orbits the earth
every 75-76 years...
In 1995 the Irish music and dance show 'Riverdance' first
opened in Dublin...
In 2020 the fastest supersonic journey from New York to
London took 4 hours 56 minutes.... at speeds of 825 mph...

Internationally it ranges from Chocolate Day to Pizza Day... to
Read in the Bath Day!
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WELLBEING
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SPREAD THE WORD!
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